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Latest Developments

International River Restoration Workshop

On May 26th-27th, the DANUBEPARKS Project Partneset
in Orth/Donau (Donau-Auen National Park, Austriar) f
discussing the final status of two major documenke Joint
Strategic Paper on Conservation and Navigation tlaad
Synopsis on River Revitalization Projects alongDia@mube.
Both papers were discussed also in view of follgwptojects
and implementation strategies.

The afternoons of the meetings were used for expeei
exchange on river revitalization: The group visitgdboat all
revitalization projects directly along the Danubehe National
Park, as well as the cross-border revitalizatitessat the nearby
Morava River.

Boat Tourism Development Workshops

In April and May, we held Workshops and ExcursionBuna-
Ipoly National Park (Hungary) and Persina NaturkPa
(Bulgaria), to discuss and give feedback on newlyetbped
boat excursions of these two partners.

Additionally, the Tourism Strategy for the DANUBERKS
Network was developed in two workshops at thesagioos.
The Strategy will be approved during the Steeriog@ittee
Meeting in September, together with the Joint $tatd on
Conservation and Navigation as well as the Whilede&Eagle
Action Plan.

Danube Day Activities in the protected areas

Many of the DANUBEPARKS protected areas held some
festival, specialized excursion or participatethie national
danube day event in their capital. The goal isateerawareness



Upcoming Events

September 4th

October 18th-19th

November 8th

for nature protection along the Danube - amongrsthike issue
of dynamic rivers and the Danube-wide monitoringnolicator
bird species was transported by all partners.

Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve Authority held tharding of
prizes of the Chance for the Blue Danube Competiod
Exhibition in Tulcea.

Persina Nature Park organized a Danube Festivid,facus on
the international nature protection within DANUBERKS.
The festival included presentations of activiteshildrens
programme regarding the Danube-wide Montoring, sorde
cultural activities.

Duna-Ipoly National Park and BROZ both participaitethe
national Danube Day events in Budapest respectBedtislava,
with information and childrens programmes.

Donau-Auen National Park held a press excursiomedisas a
laymens specialized excursion, both focusing orDieube-
wide Montoring of Little-ringed Plover and Sandnnart

Danube Festival in Austria

Orth/Donau, Donau-Auen National Park

White-tailed Eagle Conference in Hungary

Szekszard, Duna-Drava National Park

Danube Tourism Conference in Austria
Vienna, Donau-Auen National Park
In cooperation with the Danube Tourism Commission

Sturgeons - Dinosaurs of the Danube in need of prettion

Since two years the Danube River Network of Pretk&reas is active now in the
DANUBEPARKS project to intensify Danube wide coogaewn for nature conservation. The
network is active in many fields of cooperationt there is not a single field of nature
protection which makes theeed for transnational cooperationas visible and
understandable as the conservation olxheube flagship specieke the White-tailed
Eagle and the Danube sturgeons.



For the White-tailed Eagle, DANUBEPARKS has elaleda
the “Action Plan for the Conservation of the Whidgdled Eagle
at the Danube”. On October:89", thelnternational White-
tailed Eagle Conferende Szegszard (Hungary, Duna-Drava
National Park) will be the opportunity to presdmstdocument
to the stakeholders and to learn more about testla¢sults of
research and conservation activities for this tigygspecies. We
will inform you in more detail about this in ourxienewsletter.

For the conservation of the Danube Sturgeons theerwation
efforts were intensified in the last months. Dd#éty, the
International Sturgeon Conferencein the Danube Delta
Biosphere Reserve (March 30th to April 1st) wasilastone in
the process for the sturgeon conservation. Exfrents all over
Europe and North America came together in Tulcear(&ia)
to present and discuss various issues and lajgsttasn
sturgeon conservation.

Taking into consideration two days” presentations a
discussions, a conference resolution has been sgias call
for the need of intense conservation steps. Mastgmtations
held at the conference are availabledownload at the
DANUBEPARKS Website

This coming together of international experts anfibld of
sturgeon conservation has been used to continethatjoint
elaboration of anube wide LIFE+ Nature project. This
process was started with bilateral meetings alréa@®10 and
a first transnational workshop in December 201thexDonau-
Auen National Park. All the know-how and joint etforesult
now in the definition of a joint conservation prajeUnder the
lead of the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve Authait
Danube wide partnership has applied in the LIFEwffor the
project 'Linking transnational Strategy and Action to
Protect and Restore Danube Sturgeah

The project brings together renowned sturgeon reseand
protection institutions as well as the protectezharalong the
Danube. It focuses on two major issues for sturgeotection,
that are in the field of competence of the propastners: The
protection and restoration of habitats of sturgeans the
genetic integrity and sound hatchery operationsdstocking
purposes.

For the conservation of the sturgeons it is noughdo bring
together the experts and fish ecologissehsitization of the



wide public is necessary to promote the fascination of these
dinosaurs of the Danube; raised public awarenassl co
contribute to push the conservation efforts forwditkerefore,
all the DANUBEPARKS conservation actions have been
accompanied by press work and media publications.

The vision behind all these efforts is to conseéhe=Danube
sturgeons and to bring them back to the Upper Damdiere
nearly all of them are already extinct due to & kakcmigration
possibilities. This issue should be visualizedhs/ tnigration”
of artificial sturgeon statuesfrom the Danube Delta upstream,
passing the dams of the Iron Gates and Gabcikogtgeathing
— like in the past - the spawning areas in the Up@aube. In
nature, unfortunately, this is still a vision, ¢ Sturgeon
migration campaign will bring a sturgeon statueiasal
landmark to the Donau-Auen National Park visitantoein
Orth/Donau (Austria) right in time for ti2ANUBEPARKS
Danube Nature Festivah 4" September.
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